
From Multi-Polarity to Multilectics

A RE-ALIGNED ART

A Two-Day Conference

The RE-ALIGNED ART conference looks into conditions and agencies provoking a new 
alignment of art, thought and politics across and within borders. Today we are witnessing 
a strong shift  away from the ‘post-ideological’  identity-politics of  the post-Cold War 
period, and a return to intellectual allegiances based on ideals and ideas. We see this in 
the deep-level restructuring envisioned by  participatory political  philosophies (peer-to-
peer) and ecology over the  longue durée,  or the anti-corruption and pro-democracy 
protests, economic-justice and Occupy movements in the here and now.

From Particulars to Universals

The ‘postmodern moment’ has passed. As a period, the Postmodern saw a sustained 
focus  on  cultural-ethnic  issues,  post-colonial  national-independence  narratives,  post-
communist nation building and religious revivals, gender-related liberation movements and 
also numerous new ways of reading popular and commercial culture and society. While 
superimposing, subverting, mixing and making these configurations clash, however, their 
identity-political ‘particularisms’ were also frequently thereby reproduced. 

This  particularizing dynamic took place within  the wider framework of  an increasingly 
hegemonic competitive consumer culture. In global politics, similarly, the ‘multi-polarity’ of 
a new world order envisaged especially in the aftermath of the Cold War, did not result 
in a balance of civilizational systems. Instead, there has been a geopolitical expansion of 
the  war  zone  of  competitive  capitalism.  Today,  the  rocketing  Chinese  and  Indian 
economies do not promise cultural, social or spiritual advances on the formerly despised 
‘capitalist West’. Rather, they demonstrate its incarnation in brutalizing vigour on new soil. 
With the enforcement of harsh austerity measures,  furthermore, neoliberal  politics and 
markets are making a renewed and indeed revolutionary push to abolish the historical 
compromise of the social welfare-state model in Europe.



If one thing has become clear in this renewed drive towards market absolutism and the 
concomitant expansion of ‘cultural industries’, it is the  commonalities  between peoples 
and cultures which are increasingly subject to common conditions globally. This stands in 
marked contrast to the  differences  celebrated by  post-modern currents. In a culturalist 
response  to  the  increasing  homogenization  imposed  by  globalization,  as  well  as  in 
reaction to misguided ‘grand narratives’ of their predecessors, the western post-1968 
generation seemed to have given up on larger common denominators. Now, once again, 
common experiences and ideals are at the source of the global protests in our time.

From Multi-Polarity to Multilectics

The current predicament of contemporary art and intellectual consciousness is one of 
widely-spread – and sometimes unwitting – multilectic hybridity. One of the motives for the 
introduction of this new term is to envision the  ‘multiple reading in one’ of the very 
diverse intellectual and artistic positionalities of our time. It is a way of reading which 
focusses  on  common  structures  and  common  narratives,  while  not  excluding  their 
genealogy.  Rather  than  reproducing  the  particularisms  of  genealogy,  however,  or 
homogenising them in one ‘melting pot’ of identities, it allows for singularities within a 
more comparative, universal perspective.

There are hence key differences to the ‘postmodern condition’. Firstly, there is a clear 
sense that it is a certain agency rather than a mere predicament which we are grappling 
with.  Secondly,  whereas  previous  conflicts  were  played  out  between actors  with 
different histories, ideological baggage and agendas, today, ideals and antagonisms are 
growing  stronger  within individuals  and  cultures.  In  politics,  the  ebb  of  great-power 
geopolitics – shifting from Cold War bi-polarity, via a failed US hegemony, to the current 
unstable  multi-polarity  -  has  given  room for  movements  and antagonisms  concerning 
human  rights,  and  social  and  economic  justice.  Re-engaged intellectual  currents  are 
striving for the realisation of their hopes on their own terms, within their own countries. At 
the  same  time,  these  are  internationally  comparable  and  common  experiences  - 
sentiments which criss-cross traditional  geopolitical  spheres of  interest.  They have no 
single  champion  or  model-country.  Rather  than  exalting  one  dominant  ideal  at  the 
expense of all  others, the new  multilectic agency  refuses domination from  any single 
force on the geographical, cultural or ideological compass.



From Non-Alignment to Re-Alignemnent

What is described above, in fact, is the double or multiple refusal of current mainstream 
positions. This provides this conference with a further core concept: the notion of a non-
aligned positionality. In an oblique way, this metaphor evokes the memory of the under-
researched international Non-Aligned Movement,  lead by Yugoslavia, Egypt and India, 
which attempted to steer clear of both Cold War superpowers. However, as mentioned 
above, the most important current conflicts and transformations are found within countries 
and cultures, rather than between states. As a result, it serves well to speak of  non-
aligned intelligentsias and cultural currents. These, furthermore, carry the potential for the 
formation of re-aligned positionalities engaged at all levels of society, domestic or global. 

These terms facilitate a description of the new multilectic hybrids, the complex forms of 
agency in our time, which arise out of the cross between particularism and universalism. 
One can attempt to formulate the finding that the most advanced art and thought of our 
time, while often non-aligned to multiple mainstreams, is simultaneously re-aligned to the 
realisation of ideas and ideals which have a trans- or post-national, universal appeal.

Practices of Alignment

The RE-ALIGNED ART conference asks which old and new conceptions new multilectic 
agencies will reject and which they will align themselves with. It is clear that each real-
world instance of alignment is structured by a particular history, genealogy and balance of 
forces. 

In many cases, there is a historical experience of former binarity. In Eastern Europe, for 
example, the experience of radical ideological choice of the communist condition  (either 
communism/or  capitalism)  has,  following  a  period  of  blind  faith  in  capitalism,  been 
transformed  into  a  stance  of  non-alignment  (neither laissez-faire capitalism/nor 
communism/nor nationalism/nor idealization  of  ‘the  West’,  etc.).  Interestingly,  the 
multilectic hybridity in post-communist countries bears a relation to the dynamic of post-
colonial  hybridity.  In  the  former  East  bloc  countries,  the  cross-over,  erasure  and 
palimpsest of two formerly implacable systems, two épistémès – the Soviet and the West – 
is similar to the destabilisation of categories of the coloniser and the colonialised. Like 
the postcolonial experience, the post-communist experience of the last two decades has 
left in its wake a highly complex whirlpool of ideological cross-currents. In this region, 
furthermore,  the aversion to ideological  dogmas –  now in the form of  pre-packaged 
capitalist programmes – has been adopted from the experience of the failed promise of 
communism. It is clear that these non-aligned positionalities are by no means limited to 



the  cases  of  rejecting (both  terms  of)  long-fading  binaries  such  as  capitalism  vs. 
communism, or the superseded image of colonial white imperialism: the ‘West vs. the 
rest’. They also mark a renewed engagement.

Today one may see these shifting alignments in the surprising configurations taken by the 
Arab Spring of 2011, where the oppositions initially aligned their rebellions neither with 
Muslim fundamentalism nor pro-US/Western ideologies. These same uprisings became an 
inspiration to the “Occupy” movement which was likewise driven by a highly internally-
diverse  set  of  political  conceptions  and  priorities.  Occupiers  have  rejected  many 
untenable revolutionary dogmas of the past as much as (neo)liberal capitalism’s business-
as-usual.

What would a positive position look like in this predicament of multiple negatives? Here 
the crucial  turn seems to be in the making. Contrary to the fin de siècle pessimism of 
what one might call ‘the generation of the post-s’, there seems to be a rapid proliferation 
of  local  peer-to-peer  initiatives  with  alternative,  idealistic  yet  pragmatic  strategies. 
Likewise, there is an increasingly visible proliferation of global alternatives of all kinds –  
from the cultural commons of Wikipedia and Wikileaks, to ‘Robin Hood’ taxes, ‘Citizen’s 
Salaries’ and ideas of post-national, global citizenship. 

Which  configuration  of  these  multiple  alternatives  might  become  the  épistémè,  the 
horizon of future thought which art so often expresses? 

Will the Arab street fall to radical Islam or will ‘Americanisation’ triumph? Will the Occupy 
movement  dissolve  into  squabbles,  be  marginalised,  co-opted  or  build  a  lasting 
movement?  What  is  the  future  of  power  and  participation  in  open-source  politics, 
ecologies and art  forms? Will  the diverse multiple non-aligned movements re-align in 
common to form a new global movement? How are and will artists, curators and critics 
respond to the crisis of legitimacy and the re-alignment of forces? 

Contemporary art is a bellwether, an early-warning signal of such changes. From Multi-
polarity  to  Multilectics  -  A  RE-ALIGNED  ART  opens  up  this  field  of  questions  to 
practitioners,  theorists,  curators,  critics,  other  professionals  and the wider  public  –  to 
present, discuss and manifest their art and ideas. 

Place and time:
To be confirmed



Conference Conveners:
Ivor Stodolsky, founding co-Curator of Perpetuum Mobile, philosopher and writer.
Marita Muukkonen, Curator at HIAP, founding co-Curator of Perpetuum Mobile.

Hosting organisations: 
Perpetuum Mobile (www.PerpetualMobile.org)
Venue TBC

Keynote speakers (TBC):

Keynote speakers, which we are currently in the process of inviting, include the public 
intellectuals, writers, curators and academics  Tariq Ali, David Graeber, Sarat Maharaj, 
Gavin Jantjes, Boris Buden and Livia Paldi, among others, as well as figures from politics 
and media, such as  Al-Jazeera. Furthermore, we wish to give prominence to several 
representatives of  the  younger generation  of artists  and activists  --  including, among 
others, voices from the Arab Spring, the Russian and Hungarian protest movements and 
Occupy.  We are currently coordinating schedules to settle a conference date in 2012-
2013.

http://www.PerpetualMobile.org/

